Trisomy 12 in chronic lymphocytic leukemia. An interphase cytogenetic study by fluorescence in situ hybridization.
B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) is a rare disorder in the Chinese population. We evaluated the use of fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) with a chromosome 12-specific probe in the detection of trisomy 12 in interphase cell of 19 Chinese CLL patients. FISH successfully detected trisomy 12 in two cases, one of which had normal conventional cytogenetic findings, giving an incidence of 10%. The low incidence of trisomy 12 in our CLL patients may also reflect a biologic difference of this rare disorder in our population, compared to that of the West.